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Medical  Officer  of  Health : 

H.  GRAY,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  {Whole-time): 

L.  B.  PARKER,  M.B.E.,  G.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Certificates  lield  : 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
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City  and  Guilds  of  'London  Finalist. 

Certificates  Building  Construction,  Technical  Drawing,  etc 
Instructor,  A.R.P.S. 

Other  Appointments  held  : 
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Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  Acts. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors  {Whole-time): 

D.  xNURSE,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Certificates  held  : 

Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

(a)  Sanitary  Inspector. 

(b)  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

G.  A.  W.  HEPPELL.  M.C..  C.R.S.I.,  A.I.Hsg. 
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Mrs.  H.  M.  CLARKE  {General  Clerk). 

Miss  M.  HOLMES  {Junior  Clerk). 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1953 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Flaxton  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gendemen, 

I have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
upon  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  district  for  the 
year  1953. 

In  spite  of  an  apparently  alarming  increase  in  the  death  rate 
(for  which  there  is  a simple  explanation),  the  statistics  show  a 
favourable  trend  in  those  rates  which  are  indicative  of  the  well- 
being of  the  population.  Once  again  the  Maternal  Mortality  rate 
is  nil,  the  infant  mortality  rate  reaches  a record  low  value  at  17.24 
and  infectious  diseases  tend  to  decline.  Many  factors  are  respons- 
ible, improved  housing,  good  nutrition,  a gradually  improving 
standard  of  living,  better  medical  care,  the  work  of  the  local 
authority  services,  and  many  others  all  play  a part.  The  higher 
death  rate  results  from  a change  in  the  Registrar  General’s 
allocation  of  deaths.  Whereas  formerly  all  patients  dying  at  Clifton 
Mental  Hospital  were  allotted  to  the  districts  whence  the  patients 
came,  they  are  all  now  credited  to  this  district.  No  doubt  this 
saves  some  time  in  book-keeping,  and  tends  to  be  evened  out  in  a 
large  district,  but  where  a large  hospital  such  as  this  is  situated  in 
a comparatively  small  district,  it  is  found  to  shown  an  adverse 
effect  upon  the  rate. 

Once  again  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
help  of  the  Council  and  all  the  officials  of  this  Council,  and  of  the 
County  Council  concerned  in  the  health  services  of  the  area. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  GRAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population  of  the  Rural  District — 19,450 


Live  Births: 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Grand 

Total 

Rate  per 
1,000 

1949  Legitimate 

158 

• 

132 

290 

Population 

Illegitimate 

8 

7 

15 

305 

14.66 

1950  Legitimate 

154 

126 

273 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

4 

3 

7 

280 

13.74 

1951  Legitimate 

131 

134 

265 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

10 

8 

18 

283 

13.84 

1952  Legitimate 

141 

129 

270 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

7 

9 

16 

286 

14.56 

1953  Legitimate 

145 

132 

277 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

8 

5 

13 

290 

14.91 

Males 

Females 

T otal 

Grand 
T otal 

Rate  per 
LOGO 

Still  Births: 

1949  Legitimate 

5 

5 

Total  Births 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

5 

16.1 

1950  Legitimate 

5 

9 

7 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

7 

24.39 

1951  Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

5 

17.36 

1952  Legitimate 

5 

1 

6 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

1 

r~f 

/ 

23.89 

1953  Legitimate 

1 

3 

4 

— 

— 

Illegitimate 

— 

-- 

— 

4 

13.6 

Deaths  : 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Rate  per 

1 ,000  of 
Estimated 

1949  

97 

97 

194 

F opulation 
9.31 

1950  

• . • 

99 

81 

180 

8.83 

1951  

• • • 

111 

96 

207 

10.12 

1952  

• • • 

85 

90 

175 

8.91 

1953  

... 

114 

129 

243 

12.49 

Maternal  Mortality: 

1949  Nil 

1950  Nil 

1951  ...  ...  Maternal  Causes  ...  2 

Rate  per  1 ,000  births  7.06 
Nil 
Nil 


1952 

1953 
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Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year) : 


All  Infants  per  1,000 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

Live  Births  ... 

Legitimate  Infants  per 

1 ,000  Live  Legitimate 

55.73 

17.86 

24.71 

27.97 

Births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per 
i ,000  Live  Illegiti- 

51.72 

18.17 

26.39 

29.63 

mate  Births  ... 

133.33 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

17.24 

14.44 

76.92 


Table  of  Comparative  Rates 


Birth  Rate;  1948 

England  and  Wales  ...  17.90 

Flaxton  R.D.  ...  1583 

Death  Rate; 

England  and  Wales  ...  10.80 

Flaxton  R.D.  ...  8.19 


Maternal  Mortality  R\te; 

England  and  Wales  ...  1.02 

Flaxton  R.D.  ...  ...  3.08 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ; 

England  and  Wales  ...  34.00 

Flaxton  R.D.  ...  ...  34.92 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

16.70 

14.66 

15.80 

13.74 

15.50 

13.84 

15.30 

14.56 

15.50 

14.91 

1 1 .70 

9.31 

11.60 

8.83 

12.50 

10.12 

11.30 

8.91 

11.40 

12.49 

0.98 

Nil 

0.86 

Nil 

0.79 

7.06 

Nil 

0.76 

Nil 

32.00 

55.73 

29.80 

17.86 

29.60 

24.71 

27.60 

27.97 

26.8 

17.24 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

i. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ... 

2 

2 

2 

— 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

1 

1 

3. 

Syphilitic  diseases  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4. 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

9. 

Measles 

Other  infective  and  par. 

diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm 

1 

10. 

stomach 

5 

1 

1 

4 

7 

1 

2 

2 

5 

2 

11. 

lung,  bronchus 

— 

— 

3 

— 

5 

1 

2 

2 

2 

— 

12. 

breast  ... 

— 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

13. 

14. 

uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lym- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

phatic  neoplasms  ... 

13 

6 

9 

10 

10 

7 

7 

13 

13 

8 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

16. 

17. 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  the 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

nervous  system 

10 

12 

11 

12 

10 

9 

10 

15 

8 

14 

18. 

19. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . . . 
Hypertension  with  heart 

— 

19 

8 

13 

7 

18 

7 

21 

10 

disease 

— 

— 

— 

5 

2 

3 

1 

3 

9 

10 

20. 

Other  heart  diseases 

30 

30 

18 

15 

23 

10 

17 

12 

18 

40 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

7 

7 

3 

1 

11 

4 

5 

5 

8 

22. 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

1 

2 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

4 

6 

3 

24. 

25. 

Bronchitis  ... 

Other  diseases  of  the 

4 

1 

5 

6 

6 

5 

4 

— 

8 

5 

26. 

respiratory  system ... 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

27. 

duodenum  ... 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 

1 

— 

2 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

diarrhoea  ... 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ... 

4 

4 

— 

1 

2 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

29. 

30. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . . 
Pregnancy,  childbirth  and 

2 

1 

2 

2 

abortion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

32. 

Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

3 

4 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

2 

diseases 

13 

23 

11 

7 

11 

11 

6 

9 

7 

13 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . . . 

2 

— 

2 

1 

3 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

2 

2 

4 

35. 

36. 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— ' 

— 

2 

1 

— 

of  war 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

97 

97 

99 

81 

Ill 

96 

85 

90 

114  129 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Public  Health  Offieei^s 

Details  of  Officers  are  listed  at  the  beginning  of  tlie  Report 
No  change  in  the  staff  occurred  during  the  year. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  milk,  water  and 
effluents  are  carried  out  for  the  Council  by  the  County  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Messrs.  T.  Fairley  & Partners,  of  Leeds,  and  the 
Laboratory  of  the  Rivers  Board  at  Wakefield.  Dr.  S.  Goodman 
Platts,  of  the  York  County  Hospital,  has  always  been  helpful  to 
the  Council  in  examining  specimens  on  their  behalf. 

Ambulance 

The  North  Riding  County  Council  administer  the  ambulance 
and  other  health  services  in  the  area. 

The  Ambulance  Station  serving  the  area  is  situate  at  Haxby. 
d'elephone  Number — day  or  night — York  8181. 

In  case  of  difficulty  telephone  Easingwold  3'24  (daytime). 

Except  in  cases  of  emergency,  requests  for  ambulance  will  only 
be  accepted  from  Medical  Practitioners.  Matrons  or  Almoners  of 
Hospitals,  Nurses  at  Clinics  (acting  for  a Medical  Officer)  or  duly 
authorised  officers  of  the  County  Council  Health  Department. 

District  Nurses 

A District  Nursing  Service  covers  the  area  and  the  Nurses  and 
the  districts  they  cover  are  as  follows  : — 

Clifton  Without  and  Rawcliffe. 

Nurse  Southam,  '26  'Melton  Avenue,  Clifton. 

Telephone  ; York  54744. 

Haxby,  Wigginton  and  Skelton. 

Nurse  Lockhart,  123  Calf  Close,  Haxby. 

Telephone  : York  8521. 

Huntington,  Earszuick  and  New  Earswick. 

Nurse  Atkinson,  1 Rowan  Place,  New  Earswick. 

Telephone  : York  8280. 
and 

Nurse  Vale,  132  North  Moor,  Huntington. 

Telephone  : York  8194. 

Buttercramhe,  Bossall,  Claxton,  Harton,  Heworth,  Holtby, 
Gate  Helmsley,  Upper  Helmsley,  Osbatdwick,  Sand  Hutton, 
Stockton-on-Forest  and  W ar thill. 

Nurse  Brown,  17  Galtres  Road,  Stockton  Lane,  Heworth. 
Telephone  : York  53449. 
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Flaxton,  Strensall,  Towthorpe  and  Lilling. 

Nurse  Henderson,  7 Barney  Cottages,  Flaxton. 

Telephone  : Flaxton  'Moor  '265. 

Do'mestic  Help  Service 

Arrangements  for  domestic  help  can  be  made  through  the 
County  Area  Health  Office,  Manor  Road,  Easingwold. 

Telephone  : Easingwold  324. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

Infant  Welfare  Centres  are  open  throughout  the  district  at  the 
places  and  times  set  out : — 

The  Social  Hall,  Bell  Farm,  Huntington  Road. 

Alternate  Wednesdays  at  1-30  p.m. 

The  Memorial  Hall,  Huntington  (Mobile  Clinic). 

Alternate  Wednesdays  at  '2-0  p.m. 

The  Folk  Hall,  New  Earswick. 

Alternate  Wednesdays  at  '2-0  p.m. 

The  Village  Hall,  Stockton-on-Forest  (Mobile  Clinic). 

Every  fourth  Friday  at  2-0  p.m. 

The  Vdlage  Hall,  Sand  Hutton  (Mobile  Clinic). 

Every  fourth  Friday  at  10-0  a.m. 

The  Parish  Hall,  Strensall. 

First  Thursday  in  each  month  at  12-30  p.m. 

The  Camp  Strensall  (Mobile  Clinic). 

Every  fourth  Tuesday  at  10-0  a.m. 

The  Recreation  Hall,  Wigginton. 

Alternate  Tuesdays  at  2-0  p.m. 

The  Church  Hall,  Clifton. 

Alternate  Fridays  at  '2-0  p.m. 

The  Church  Hall,  Osbaldwick  (Mobile  Clinic). 

Every  fourth  Thursday  at  2-0  p.m. 

British  Legion  Hut,  Skelton  (Mobile  Clinic). 

Every  fourth  Wednesday  at  2-0  p.m. 

Note: — ^Separate  ante-natal  clinics  are  not  now  held,  but  advice  on 
these  matters  may  be  obtained  by  attendance  at  the  Mobile 
Clinic  at  the  above  centres. 

Maternity  Hospitals 

Admissions  are  arranged  by  a person’s  own  Doctor.  Booking 
clinics  held  at  The  Health  Services  Centre,  Duncombe  Place,  York. 
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Mental  Health  Clinics 

Visits  can  be  made  by  appointment  at  either  of  the  following 
Mental  Health  Clinics  : — 

1 he  Clifton  Hospital,  Shipton  Road,  Clifton. 

Thursdays  at  ’2-30  p.m.,  by  appointment. 

The  York  County  Hospital,  Monkgate,  York. 

Mondays  and  Fridays  at  2-0  p.m.,  by  appointment. 

Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths 

The  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  is  Mr.  R.  G.  Denton.  He 
attends  at  the  Council’s  Offices  in  Bootham  and  at  home  at 
Haxby  on  the  following  hours  : — 

25  Calf  Close,  Haxhy.  (Tel.  : York  8420.) 

Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  from  6-0  to  7-0  p.m. 

Q2a  Bootharn,  York. 

Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  from  6-0  to  7-0  p.m. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic 

A clinic  is  held  at  11  Castlegate,  York,  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Thursdays  in  each  month  at  10-0  a.m. 

V.D,  Clinic 

Persons  requiring  advice  or  treatment  can  attend  at  the  York 
County  Hospital,  Monkgate,  York,  on  the  following  days  and 
times  : — 

Males : 

Mondays,  '2  to  4 p.m. 

Thursdays,  5 to  7 p.m. 

Fridays,  10  to  11  a.m. 

Females  and  Children : 

Tuesdays,  2 to  4 p.m. 

Wednesdays,  12-30  to  1-30  p.m. 

Fridays,  5 to  7 p.m. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  incidence  of  the  notifiable 
diseases  during  the  past  5 years.  Points  of  note  are  the  rather  lower 
incidence  of  measles  following  the  epidemic  the  previous  year.  In 
large  towns  every  second  year  tends  to  have  a greater  incidence  of 
measles  than  the  intermediate  ones,  but  in  an  area  such  as  this, 
part  urban  and  part  rural,  this  pattern  does  not  necessarily  occur. 


although  from  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a tendency 
for  this  alternation  of  peak  years  and  years  of  slig^ht  incidence. 

Poliomyelitis  occurred  in  5 cases,  with  one  death  occurring  in 
an  adult.  The  infection  in  this  case  was  contracted  near  London, 
and  no  doubt  travelling  whilst  ill  added  to  the  intensity  of  the 
disease  process. 

Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  has  increased  during  the 
year,  many  school  children  being  immunised  on  entry  to  school  at 
5 years  in  addition  to  infants  at  about  the  fourth  month.  As  far 
as  my  records  show,  no  child  for  whom  I hold  a record  of  a complete 
course  of  three  injections  against  whooping  cough  has  subsequently 
been  notified  as  suffering  from  the  disease.  Once  again  one  is 
pleased  to  report  that  no  case  of  diphtheria  has  occurred  during 
the  year,  a measure  of  the  success  of  a high  proportion  of  children 
being  immunised. 

As  was  expected,  the  cessation  of  house  fumigation  for  the 
Dmmoner  infectious  diseases  has  led  to  no  untoward  result.  One 
should  periodically  review  activities  such  as  this  to  ensure  that  one 
does  not  waste  time  and  money  on  procedures  which  have  become 
customary,  but  the  real  reason  for  their  existence  either  forgotten 
or  in  the  light  of  recent  knowledge,  unnecessary. 

Investigation  into  a small  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  failed  to 
elucidate  the  cause.  Notification  was  received  too  late  to  obtain 
samples  of  suspected  unsound  food,  and  only  a small  proportion  of 
those  affected  were  notified.  Nevertheless,  one  outcome  of  the 
enquiry  was  a successful  prosecution  by  the  Council  of  a dairy  for 
having  improperly  cleansed  milk  vessels. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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t Paralytic 
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Comparative  Incidence  of  Infectious  Disease 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

42 

65 

29 

30 

32 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

5 

5 

8 

Erysipelas 

12 

2 

— 

i 

4 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malaria  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

14 

— 

8 

5 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Measles  ... 

348 

210 

252 

362 

177 

Whooping  Cough 

122 

44 

123 

124 

56 

TUBERCULOSIS 

There  has  been  a fall  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  from  last 
year’s  high  level,  and  the  deaths,  numbering  6,  include  those  dying 
in  Clifton  Mental  Hospital,  not  previously  counted  in  our  statistics. 

Each  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  visited  by  a Health 
Visitor  from  time  to  time.  This  nurse  attends  the  York  Chest  Clinic 
on  the  days  when  North  Riding  patients  are  seen,  and  she  has  now 
become  a member  of  the  Voluntary  Care  Committee.  It  is  felt 
that  a valuable  link  has  been  forged  by  this  arrangement  in  securing 
authenticity  of  care  for  these  patients,  and  assistance  granted  by 
the  Care  Committee  in  extra  food,  occupational  therapy  materials, 
bedding,  etc.,  has  proved  valuable  in  aiding  recovery.  The  County 
Council  supplies,  on  the  Chest  Physician’s  recommendation,  one 
pint  of  free  milk  to  each  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

Investigations  are  made  into  the  milk  supply  of  each  case  of 
non-respiratory  tuberculosis,  but  during  the  year,  follow  up  of  such 
cases  did  not  lead  to  the  ascertainment  of  the  source  of  infection. 
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Tuberculosis 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Nc 

respii 

)n- 

•atory 

Respi 

ratory 

Nai- 

respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

i 

j ^ 1 

I 

, 1 

, 1 

1 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 to  5 years 

— 

— 

2 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

5 to  1 5 years  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  25  years  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25  to  35  years  . . . 

— 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

35  to  45  years  ... 

1 

— 

* j 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

45  to  55  years  ... 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55  to  65  years  . . . 

*3 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and 

upwards  . . . 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

2 

- 

- 

Total 

6 

3 

3 

2 

2 

3 

— 

* —2  Patients  in  Clifton  Hospital  not  resident  in  area. 


Incidence  of  Tuberculosis 


Year 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Res- 

piratory 

Non-res- 

piratory 

Total 

Res- 

piratory 

Non-res- 

piratory 

Total 

1949 

13 

5 

18 

4 

1 

5 

1950 

13 

3 

16 

2 

0 

2 

1951 

6 

2 

8 

5 

0 

5 

1952 

17 

3 

20 

2 

0 

2 

1953 

9 

5 

14 

5 

1 

6 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

SURVEYOR  AND  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  1953 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Flaxtori  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gendemen, 

It  is  again  my  privilege  to  submiit  to  the  Council  a report  upon 
the  work  carried  out  in  my  department  for  the  year  1953.  Your 
Council  have  achieved  remarkable  results  in  the  provision  of  the 
essential  services  of  water,  disposal  of  sewage  and  collection  of 
refuse,  and  the  percentage  of  properties  enjoying  these  amenities 
must  be  high  compared  with  most  rural  authorities. 

The  area  continues  to  be  a developing  area,  giving  rise  to  the 
many  problems  which  are  associated  with  continued  growth. 
Housing  progress  has  been  well  maintained  during  the  year. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Council  for  their  help  and  consideration 
in  dealing  with  the  many  matters  which  have  had  to  be  dealt  with 
and  brought  to  their  notice  during  the  year,  and  I am  indebted  to 
the  staff  in  my  department  for  their  unfailing  support  and  loyalty- 
in  the  many  difficult  problems  to  be  dealt  with.  1 would  like,  too, 
to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  unfailing  help  and  courtesy  of 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council  and  the  Chief  Financial  and  Rating  Officer 
and  for  the  helpful  co-operation  of  the  Council’s  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  Without  the  help  of  all  concerned  there  is  no  doubt  in 
my  mind  that  what  at  times  is  a difficult  task  would  become  quite 
impossible. 

I am.  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  PARKER, 

Surveyor  and  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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STATISTICS 

I have  set  out  in  tables  which  follow  certain  statistical  informa- 
tion which  is  adjusted  for  the  year  1953.  As  in  previous  years  the 
basis  is  the  number  of  dwellinghouses  in  the  year  as  taken  from 
the  rate  book  divided  into  the  population  as  given  by  the  Registrar 
General.  It  is  possible  from  this  figure  to  give  the  assessed  pop- 
ulation in  each  parish. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  figure  giving  the  average  numbers  of 
persons  per  dwellinghouse  has  been  reducing  since  1950.  Whether 
this  is  due  to  the  tendency  of  the  Registrar  General  to  underestimate 
the  population  in  the  area,  which  from  time  to  time  we  think  is 
possible,  or  whether  it  indicates  a genuine  reduction  in  the  number 
of  persons  per  house,  I do  not  know,  but  it  is  interesting  to  note 
that  whereas  the  actual  figure  of  persons  per  house  on  Census  was 
4.70  in  1901,  the  estimate,  for  what  it  is  worth,  at  the  end  of  1953 
is  3.31. 

The  number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  is  162  and 
7 houses  were  pulled  down  under  demolition  order  procedure,  and 
5 houses  were  brought  into  disuse  for  human  habitation  by  under- 
takings given  under  the  Housing  Act. 
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1953  Annual  Report 


No.  of 
Houses 

Estimated 

Population 

A creage 

Bossal]  -with-  Buttercrambe  . . . 

38 

128 

2.691 

Claxton 

49 

164 

838 

Clifton  without 

969 

3,209 

972 

Earswick 

73 

244 

1,111 

Maxton 

95 

316 

1,865 

Gate  Helmsley 

54 

179 

497 

Harton 

24 

79 

2,004 

Haxby  ... 

697 

2,309 

2,206 

Heworth  without 

161 

535 

854 

Holtby 

30 

99 

901 

Huntington 

1005 

3,329 

1,850 

Lining 

51 

109 

1,769 

Murton  ... 

114 

379 

844 

New  Earswick  ... 

643 

2,128 

784 

Osbaldwick 

327 

1 ,084 

645 

Rawcliffe 

271 

899 

785 

Sand  Hutton  ... 

48 

159 

2,242 

Skelton  ... 

169 

562 

2,428 

Stockton-on-  Forest 

194 

644 

3,268 

Strensall 

360 

1,192 

2,909 

Camp 

146 

934 

Towthorpe 

35 

118 

1 ,075 

Upper  Helmsley 

12 

43 

833 

Warthill  

48 

159 

1,004 

Wigginton 

117 

389 

1,880 

Totals 

5,730 

19,450 

36,254 

Estimated  Number  of 

Persons  per  Dwelling  house 

1901  Census  ... 

4.70  persons  per  house 

1911  „ 

4.39  ,,  ,, 

1921  „ 

4.29  „ „ „ 

1931  „ 

tJ.OtJ  j , j j y y 

1939  „ 

3.75  ,,  ,,  ,,  (Nat.  Registration) 

1949  (Estimated) 

3.75 

1950  „ 

3.85 

1951  Census  ... 

3.81  ,,  ,,  ,, 

1952  (Estimated)  ... 

3.5 1 , , , , , , 

1933 

3.31 

Water  SapplieB 

During  the  year  the  complaints  as  to  inadequacy  of  pressure, 
particularly  at  Haxby  and  Wigginton,  with  some  complaints  at 
Strensall,  were  the  subject  of  an  agreement  reached  with  the  York 
Watei'works  Company,  the  Company  agreeing  on  their  part  to 
allow  the  Council  to  supply  the  whole  of  the  Parish  of  Strensall 
with  water  from  the  Ryedale  source  by  interlinking  the  existing 
mains  at  Strensall  and  those  mains  serving  the  parish  of  Flaxton, 
and  further  the  Company  agreed  to  lay  a 6 in.  boosting  main  from 
the  existing  6 in.  main  in  the  Plelmsley  Road  to  connect  with  the 
5 in,  main  in  the  New  Earswick  to  Haxby  Road.  The  Company 
contending  that  as  there  was  a limited  demand  on  the  6 in.  main 
in  the  Helmsley  Road  this  would  boost  the  supplies  to  Haxby  and 
Wigginton  and  considerably  improve  their  supplies.  It  was  furthei 
possible  that  as  the  mains  to  Strensall  were  interlinked  with  the 
mains  to  Haxby,  the  proposal  to  supply  this  parish  with  water  from 
the  Ryedale  Board  would  again  have  some  effect  in  the  improve- 
ment of  supplies  to  Elaxby  and  Wigginton. 

The  Council  on  their  part  agreed  to  resolve  a complaint  of  the 
York  Waterworks  Company  of  many  years  standing  that  the  Council 
should  purchase  the  mains  laid  by  them  in  the  Council’s  area  many 
years  ago,  by  agreeing  to  do  so.  This  had  the  advantage  of 
resolving  the  grievance  of  the  Waterworks  Company  and  at  the 
same  time  bringing  these  particular  mains  within  the  control  of  the 
Council  with  some  benefit  to  both  the  Council  and  the  consumers. 

The  interlinking  of  the  mains  serving  the  parishes  of  Strensall 
and  Flaxton  was  completed  in  'November  of  the  year  under  review. 
It  comprised  the  laying  of  1,250  yards  of  4 in.  asbestos  main,  which, 
with  the  exception  of  two  comparatively  short  lengths  of  3 in.  main, 
gives  a 4 in.  communicating  pipeline  from  the  Council’s  6 in.  main 
in  Flaxton  to  the  6 in.  main  in  Strensall. 

The  main,  although  coixipleted,  was  not  chlorinated  and  finally 
cleared  until  i4th  November,  1953,  but  the  water  was  not  turned 
on  during  the  year  under  review  in  order  that  a commencement  of 
the  new  supply  could  be  tried  in  the  new  quarter. 

There  have  been  no  other  extensions  or  additions  to  the 
Council’s  water  services  during  the  year,  apart  from  extensions 
for  housing  estate  development. 

There  are  no  special  cornmients  with  regard  to  the  service 
generally  that  need  to  be  made  during  the  year,  apart  from  the 
comment  that  further  fractures  of  spun  iron  mains  have  occurred 
which  have  had  to  be  made  good.  There  have  been  one  or  two 
fractures  of  asbestos  mains,  but  these  were  due  to  special  circum- 
stances, principally  settlement  over  culverts. 
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1 he  sources  of  water  to  the  area  of  the  Council  are  unchanged 
as  from  the  previous  year,  the  Council  being  supplied  from  two 
sources — that  of  York  Waterworks  Company  and  that  of  the  Rye- 
dale  Joint  Water  Board.  The  total  consumption  of  water  during 
the  year  from  the  former  was  67  million  gallons  and  from  the  latter 
16|-  million  gallons. 

Samples  have  been  taken  during  the  year  of  both  supplies  and 
have  been  found  to  be  of  good  standard  and  purity.  Copies  of 
analytical  reports  are  set  out  amongst  the  tabular  statements  which 
follow. 

The  present  arrangements,  apart  from  the  complaints  as  to  low' 
pressure  from  the  York  Waterworks  Company,  appear  to  be  gener- 
ally satisfactory. 

The  system  of  mains  which  have  been  laid  over  the  years  by 
your  Council  provide  good  coverage  for  the  properties  within  the 
area  and  should  generally  be  adequate  to  serve  future  development 
with  little  or  no  extension,  apart,  of  course,  from  the  extensions 
required  along  private  estate  streets  development. 

The  reserve  storage  of  water  is  virtually  non-existent  in  that 
area  served  by  water  from  the  York  Waterworks  Company^  the 
only  tower  being  at  Haxby,  which  has  a capacity  of  12,000  gallons. 
There  is  a reserve  of  a few  days  in  the  area  supplied  from  the  Joint 
Ryedale  Water  Board,  the  source  being  the  water  towers  at  Harton 
and  Flaxton,  having  capacities  of  150,000  and  10,000  gallons 
respectively. 

The  Council  are  fortunate,  however,  in  having  interlinking 
mains  with  the  mains  of  the  Malton  R.D.C.  at  Flaxton  and  the 
mains  of  the  Pocklington  R.D.C.  at  Stamford  Bridge.  In  emergency 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  two  Authorities  the  area  served  by  the 
Ryedale  Water  Board  can  more  or  less  be  entirely  supplied  from 
these  two  sources  with  emergency  water.  There  is  also  an  inter- 
linkincr  of  the  Council’s  mains  at  Murton,  receivino;  water  from 
the  York  Waterworks  Company  on  the  west  and  water  from  the 
Ryedale  Joint  Water  Board  on  the  east.  This  would  give  an 
emergency  supply  east  or  west,  but  the  consent  of  the  York  Water- 
works Company  would  no  doubt  be  required  to  the  turning  on  of 
their  supply  to  feed  the  south  east  area  of  the  district  should  the 
necessity  arise. 

The  Council’s  area,  as  previously  stated,  is  well  supplied  with 
piped  water,  every  house  in  the  district,  without  exception,  having 
a Council’s  water  main  in  the  highway  at  the  point  nearest  to  the 
dwellinghouse.  The  total  number  of  dwellinghouses  which  have  a 
piped  water  supply  within  the  house  is  5,556,  being  96.96%  of 
the  total  dwellinghouses  in  the  area.  Of  the  remaining  3.04%, 


70  houses  are  dependent  upon  a standpipe  supply,  being  properties 
within  200  ft.  of  a standpipe  representing  1.22%.  The  remaining 
1.82%  are  houses  which,  whilst  they  have  a main  available  in  the 
highway  nearest  to  them,  have  not  yet  taken  advantage  of  the 
facilities  made  available  for  them.  This  represents  104  houses. 

During  the  year  181  new  houses  have  been  connected  to  the 
Council’s  main  and  provided  with  internal  services.  Of  this  number 
162  were  houses  newly  erected  and  the  remainder  existing  houses 
where  the  service  has  been  provided. 

Examinations  of  Samples  of  Water 

Nature  of  Sample.  Samples  taken.  Satis.  Unsatis. 

CJvern.  Bact.  Chem.  Bact.  Chem.  Bad. 
Mains  supply  ...  2 36  2 33  — 3 

Weil  supply  ...  1 14  — 4 1 9 

Report  on  Sample  of  Water 

Sample  marked  : — Public  mains  supply  at  Warthili  (Ryedale  Joint 
Board)  received  from  L.  Parker,  Esq.,  Flaxton  Rural  District 
Council,  York. 


Appearance  : Clear  and  bright.  Odour  on  wanning  : None. 

Colour  of  2 ft.  column  (Lovibond  Units)  — 


Sediment  : None. 

Reaction  : 

pH=  — . 

Action  on  bright  service  lead  during  12  hours 

None. 

The  sample  contains  : 

Grains 

Parts 

per  Gallon,  pe 

r f 00,000 

Total  solids,  dried  at  100°C. 

22.96 

Gallons. 

32.80 

Chloride,  equivalent  to  chlorine  ... 

1.26 

1.80 

Nitrates,  equivalent  to  nitrogen 

0.14 

0.20 

Nitrites,  equivalent  to  nitrogen 

nil 

nil 

Free  and  saline  ammonia  ... 

0.0003 

0.0004 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

0.0006 

0.0008 

Oxidation  demand  during  4 hours  at 
26.7°C.  from  : 

Potassium  permanganate 

0.005 

0.007 

Sodium  hypochlorite  ... 

nil 

nil 

Metallic  contamination 

Hardness  (Clark  Degrees)  ; 

Temporary,  removable  by  boiling 

13.4° 

19.1° 

Permanent,  after  boiling  ... 

3.5° 

5.0° 

Total  . . . 

16.9° 

24.1° 

According  to  the  above  results,  the  present  condition  of  this 
water  is  satisfactory  for  public  supply. 
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Report  on  Sample  of  Water 

Sample  marked  : Public  mains  supply  at  Haxby  (York  Waterworks 
Co.)  received  from  L.  Parker,  Esq.,  Flaxton  Rural  District 
Gouncil,  York. 

Appearance  : Clear  and  bright.  Odour  on  warming  ; None. 


Colour  of  '2  ft  column  (Lovibond  Units)  : — 

Sediment  : None.  Reaction  : pH—  — 

Action  on  bright  service  lead  during  12  hours None. 


The  sample  contains  : — 


Grains  Parts 

per  Gallon,  per  100,000 

Gallons. 


Total  solids,  dried  at  100°C. 

17.08 

24.40 

Chlorides,  equivalent  to  chlorine  ... 

1.16 

1.65 

Nitrates,  equivalent  to  nitrogen 

0.08 

0.11 

Nitrites,  equivalent  to  nitrogen 

nil 

nil 

Free  and  saline  ammonia  ... 

0.0003 

0.0004 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

0.0025 

0.0036 

Oxidation  demand  during  4 hrs.  at 

26.7°C.  from  : 

Potassium  permanganate 

0.053 

0.076 

Sodium  hypochlorite  ... 

— 

— 

Metallic  contamination 

nil 

nil 

Hardness  (Clark  Degrees)  : 

Temporary,  removable  by  boiling 

bo 

o 

8.3° 

Permanent,  after  boiling  ... 

4.7° 

6.7° 

Total 

10.5° 

15.0° 

According  to  the  above  results,  tlie  present  condition  of  this 
water  is  satisfactory^  for  public  supply. 


TABLE  SHOWING  WATER  SUPPLY  POSITION  IN  EACH  PARISH 


93 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  year  1953  has  again  been  an  active  one  in  connection  with 
the  sewering  of  the  Council’s  area.  The  scheme  of  sewage  disposal 
for  the  village  of  Flaxton  was  completed  during  the  year,  thus 
providing  one  more  village  with  proper  facilities  for  the  disposal 
of  sewage,  clearing  the  way  for  the  conversion  of  closet  accom- 
modation and  the  provision  of  baths  and  other  necessary  sanitary 
conveniences  and  amenities. 

During  the  year  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Gate  Helmsley  with 
the  Joint  Flaxton  and  Pocklington  Rural  District  Councils’  Disposal 
Plant  was  commenced,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  nearing 
completion.  This  Joint  Scheme  of  the  two  Councils  serving  the 
parishes  of  Gate  iHelmsley  and  Stamford  'Bridge  will  undoubtedly 
be  a solid  advance  in  the  improvement  of  health  standards  of  this 
area  and  will  represent  a great  reduction  in  rivers  pollution. 

The  scheme  of  sewerage  for  the  parish  of  Stockton-on-the- 
Forest,  which  also  serves  part  of  the  parish  of  Huntington,  which 
was  commenced  in  the  previous  year,  was  completed  before  the  end 
of  1953.  This  included  the  sevv^ering  of  Stockton  Village,  the  con- 
struction of  the  disposal  plant  and  pumping  station  and  the  sewer 
pumping  station  and  rising  main  to  serve  the  Hopgrove  area.  xA.lso 
during  the  year  work  on  the  private  sev/er  to  serve  the  30  or  40 
properties  on  the  North  Hopgrove  Estate  was  in  hand.  This  work 
will  relieve  some  of  the  worst  conditions  of  sewage  disposal  which 
this  Council  have  had  in  their  area  for  many  many  years.  The 
extensive  pollution  of  gutters  in  the  village  of  Stockton  v/ill  also 
be  rapidly  cleared. 

Clearance  of  schemes  for  the  parishes  of  Harton  and  'Warthiil 
and  Sand  Hutton  had  not  been  received  at  the  end  of  the  year 
under  review.  I hope  that  the  Council  may  obtain  clearance, 
particularly  for  'Warthiil,  during  the  coming  year. 

The  connecting  of  the  foul  water  drainage  system  from  the 
Southlands  Estate  at  Haxby  to  the  Council’s  sewer,  which  was 
carried  out  during  the  year  by  the  original  developer  of  the  estate, 
was  a further  great  stride  forward  in  the  proper  disposal  of  sewage 
from  your  area,  and  this  again  has  resulted  in  considerable  improve- 
ment in  the  watercourses  in  that  locality. 

It  has  been  possible  also  during  the  year  to  connect  up  the  foul 
water  sewer  serving  the  cottages  in  Barney  Dane  to  the  L-^ouncil  s 
new  sewer  now  laid  in  the  village  of  Flaxton,  again  repiesenting 
,sa  decrease  in  the  watercourse  pollution. 

The  Council’s  Housing  Estate  at  Stockton-on-Forest^  develop- 
ment upon  which  had  proceeded  very  rapidly,  was  also  connected 
to  the  Stockton  Scheme  during  this  year.  This  Estate  had  been 


operating  temporarily  on  a land  filtration  plant  which,  due  to  the 
rapid  completion  of  houses,  had  been  getting  more  difficult  to 
keep  free  from  nuisance.  The  large  Hopgrove  Hotel  was  also 
connected  into  the  Scheme  during  the  year  as  well  as  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  & Fisheries’  large  Cattle  Feeding  Centre  in  Stockton. 

This  latter  connection  has  been  very  troublesome  in  connection 
with  the  quantity  of  husk  and  chaff  discharged  into  the  Council’s 
sewer,  and  the  matter  has  been  taken  up  with  the  technical  depart- 
ment of  this  particular  branch  of  the  Ministry. 

The  tables  which  follow  will  show  the  advance  which  has  been 
made  in  connection  with  the  sewering  of  the  Council’s  area,  and 
although  it  has  always  been  in  my  mind  I do  not  recall  expressing 
an  appreciation  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government 
for  their  prompt  and  helpful  consideration  as  well  as  their  co- 
operation in  connection  with  the  many  problems  of  sewerage  which 
have  been  before  them  in  respect  of  this  Council’s  area  and  also  for 
the  very  substantial  financial  assistance,  without  which  these  schemes 
and  these  important  amenities  could  not  have  been  provided.  I 
think,  too,  that  an  expression  of  appreciation  should  be  made  of 
the  general  contributions  which  the  North  Riding  County  Council 
have  added  to  those  of  the  Ministry,  which  again  has  helped 
considerably  to  ease  the  burden  on  the  ratepayers  of  the  area. 


Schedule  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes 

in  the  Area 


Parishes  Served 

Length  of 
Sewer 
Yards 

Year  of 
Installa- 
tion 

Outfall 

Strensall  ... 

2,870 

1910 

Council’s  works  at  Strensall 

Clifton  without 

810 

1927/1930 

1932 

York  sewers 

Rawcliffe  ... 

580 

1935 

York  sewers 

Ears  wick  ... 

695 

1937 

Council’s  works  at  Haxby 

Huntington 

4,760 

1937 

Council’s  works  at  Haxby 

Haxby 

4,950 

1937 

Council’s  works  at  Haxby 

Wigginton 
Osbaldwick  and 

770 

1937 

Council’s  works  at  Haxby 

Murton 

3,710 

1937 

Council’s  works  at  Osbaldwick 

Rawcliffe  ... 

2,650 

1938 

Council’s  works  at  Rawcliffe 

Skelton 

1,270 

1938 

Council’s  works  at  Rawcliffe 

S.  Back  lane,  Haxby 

1,580 

1938 

Council’s  works  at  Haxby 

Huntington  Road... 

200 

1938 

Council’s  works  at  Haxby 

Skelton  ext. 

460 

1938 

Council’s  works  at  Rawcliffe 

Mill  lane,  Wigginton 

850 

1951 

Council’s  works  at  Haxby 

Claxton 

376 

1952 

Council’s  works  at  Claxton 

Stockton-on  -Forest 

836  \ 

1953 

Council’s  works  at  Stockton- 

Hopgrove 

282/ 

on-Forest 

Flaxton 

1,825 

1953 

Council’s  works  at  Flaxton 
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Details  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  and  Pumping  Stations 
Disposal  Works 


Situation 

Area  of 
Land 
Acres 

Number  and 
Size  of  Filter 
Beds 

Number  and 
Capacity  of 
Settlement 
Tanks 

Estimated 
Annual  Flow. 
Gallons — 1953 

Strensall 

3 

2x27' X 22' 

1 X 10,000  galls. 

12,665,500 

Haxby. . . 

4x51'dia. 

4 X 16,000  galls. 

60,079,000 

Osbaldwick 

3l 

1 X 5L  dia. 

2 X 9,000  galls. 

9,417,000 

Rawcliffe 

3 

2x60^  dia. 

2 X 25,000  galls. 

24,345,500 

Claxton 

1 

1 X29'  dia. 

2x2.250  galls. 

401,500 

Galtres 

1 

4 

1 X29'  dia. 

1 X 4,000  galls. 

2,226,500 

Park  Avenue  . . . 

1 

¥ 

I X 25' dia. 

2 X 3,000  galls. 

2,576,900 

Hilbra 

1 

1 x25'  dia. 

2 X 1,000  galls. 

3,014,900 

Bean’s 

i 

8 

1 X9'6"  dia. 

2 X 250  galls. 

438,000 

Stockton 

1* 

2 X 32'  dia. 

2 X 7,500  galls. 

2,193,500 

Flaxton 

r 

1 X34'  dia. 

2 X 2,500  galls. 

1,095,000 

Pumping  Stations 


initial 

l>etter 

Situation 

Horse 
TMwer  of 
Pumps 

Size 

of 

IMmps 

Output — 
in  Gallons 
per  minute 

.■\ 

Landing  Lane 

6 

r 

200 

B 

AVestfield  Lane 

3 

3" 

100 

C 

Park  Estate  . . . 

3 

3" 

60 

K 

Mill  Hill 

16 

5" 

400 

F 

Ears  wick 

4 

3" 

50 

G 

Meadowfields  ... 

4" 

250 

il 

Osbaldwick 

12 

4" 

350 

N 

Fairfield 

3 

3" 

120 

1. 

Rawcliffe  Lodge 

12.1 

4" 

280 

N 

Mental  Hospital 

3 

3^ 

100 

Rawcliffe  I>ane 

o 

o 

o// 

O 

120 

Bean’s 

3 

2" 

60 

— 

Park  Avenue  ... 

2 

3" 

50 



Hilbra 

3 

2" 

50 

— 

Stockton  Lane 

4 

3" 

75 

Hopgrove 

5 

3" 

60 
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Sewage 

Methods  of  Disposal— Percentage  Analysis 

Properties  connected  to  proper  sewerage  and  sewage 
disposal  treatment  plants  : — 

(a)  Via  Council’s  sewers  to  Council’s  disposal 
works 

(b)  Via  GounciFs  sewers  to  York  City  sewers  ... 

(c)  Drained  to  private  works  producing  a satis- 
factorv  effluent 


Total 


Properties  connected  to  other  means  of  disposal  : — 

(a)  To  old  village  sewers  discharging  to  water- 
courses ... 

(b)  To  cesspools,  etc. 


Total 


47.87% 

22.01% 

12.43% 
82.3 17o 


4.78% 

12.91% 

17.69% 
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Properties  served  by  Schemes  of  Sewerage 


Houses 

served 

by 

scheme 

Outf< 

Elll  of  p 

roperties  connectec 

1 

Parish 

Total 

Houses 

Council’s 
sewers  & 
disposal 
works 

City 

sewers 

Private 

disposal 

works 

Old 

sewers 

Cess- 

pools 

etc. 

Bossall  with 
Buttercrambe 

38 

38 

Claxton 

49 

42 

11 

— 

— 

25 

13 

Clifton 

without 

969 

969 

16 

945 

8 

Earswick 

73 

57 

50 

— 

— 

5 

18 

Flaxton 

95 

76 

30 

— 

- — . 

26 

39 

Gate 

Helmsley  ... 

54 

_ 

37 

17 

Harton 

24 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

18 

6 

Haxby 

697 

670 

603 

— 

— 

28 

66 

Heworth 

without 

161 

124 

55 

68 

38 

Holtby 

30 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

17 

Huntington 

1005 

988 

944 

— 

— 

6 

55 

Billing 

51 

— 

— 

— 

— 

18 

33 

Murton 

114 

74 

74 

— ■ 

— 

— 

40 

New 

Earswick  ... 

643 

636 

70 

566 

7 

Osbaldwick... 

327 

299 

184 

101 

— 

42 

Rawcliff  e . . . 

271 

251 

107 

147 

— 



17 

Sand  Hutton 

48 

— 

— 



_ — 

40 

8 

Skelton 

169 

144 

144 

— 

— 

— - 

25 

Stockton- 
on-Forest  ... 

194 

116 

59 

39 

96 

Strensall 

360 

347 

347 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Camp 

146 

— 

— 

— 

146 

— 

— 

Towthorpe  ... 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

35 

Upper 

Plelmsley  ... 

12 

_ 





12 

Warthill  ... 

48 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

48 

Wigginton  ... 

117 

71 

49 

■ — • 

— 

19 

49 

Totals  ... 

5730 

4864 

2743 

1261 

712 

274 

740 

Maintenance 

I have  no  particular  problems  to  report  upon  under  this  heading. 
The  various  pumping  stations,  plant  and  other  works  of  the  Council 
have  continued  to  be  maintained,  but  I believe  under  rather  in- 
creasing labour  difficulties.  It  is  not  always  appreciated  what  the 
effect  is  of  the  increased  holiday  periods  of  the  workmen,  which  I 
am  quite  sure  they  fully  deserve,  and  the  periods  of  absence  on 
sickness.  These  amount  to  a considerable  loss  of  time  over  the 
year,  which  is  not  without  its  effect  with  our  small  staff  upon  the 
operation  of  the  various  undertakings. 
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The  replacement  of  men  who  change  their  jobs  becomes  more 
difficult  and  the  choice  of  suitable  men  very  much  more  limited 
and  restricted;  this  may,  of  course,  be  only  temporary. 


Public  Cleansing 

In  the  last  Report  reference  was  made  to  the  bringing  into 
operation  of  the  direct  labour  scheme  of  refuse  removal  throughout 
the  whole  of  the  Council’s  area.  This  was  undoubtedly  a great 
stride  forward  in  the  public  health  work  of  your  Council,  The 
scheme  has  operated,  'I  think  it  can  fairly  be  said,  with  reasonable 
success  throughout  the  area.  Very  few  complaints  have  been 
received  and  the  timed  schedules  on  this  weekly  collection  of  all 
refuse  and  salvage  have  been  maintained.  During  the  years  1952 
and  1953,  the  years  during  which  the  direct  labour  schercie  has 
operated,  there  has  been  an  increase  of  244  properties  to  be  dealt 
with.  In  addition  there  have  been  added  various  school,  business 
and  hospital  premises,  and  this  additional  work  has  been  added 
to  the  teams  and  satisfactorily  dealt  with.  It  has  m.eant  a little 
overtime,  particularly  in  the  winter  months,  but  beyond  this  no 
difficulties  have  arisen. 

The  increase  in  properties  which  takes  place  year  by  year  does 
bring  to  mind  the  fact  that  the  two  teams  as  at  present  constituted 
cannot  for  any  great  length  of  time  continue  to  deal  with  this  year 
by  year  increase,  which  is  likely  to  continue,  and  some  revision  of 
the  scheme  or  an  additional  team  will  require  consideration. 

A summary  of  the  refuse  collection  service  is  set  out  in  the 
following  table. 
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Refuse  Collection — Whole  Area  by  Direct  Labour 


Parish 

or 

Village 

No.  of 
Properties 
Served 

I-^opulation 

Means 

of 

Disposal 

13ossall  with 

Buttercrambe  ... 

28 

93 

Controlled 
Tipping  at: — 

ITwthorpe 

Claxton 

40 

132 

Towthorpe 

Clifton  without  . . . 

969 

3,207 

Strensall 

Earswick  ... 

68 

225 

Towthorpe 

P^laxton 

79 

262 

Towthorpe 

Gate  Helmsley 

52 

172 

Towthorpe 

Harton 

20 

66 

T owtfiorpe 

Haxby 

678 

2,244 

Towthorpe 

Heworth  without. . . 

155 

513 

Towthorpe 

Holtby 

17 

56 

Towthorpe 

Huntington 

987 

3,267 

Towthorpe 

Lillings  Ambo 

42 

139 

Towthorpe 

Murton 

113 

374 

Towthorpe 

New  Earswick 

638 

2,112 

Towthorpe 

Osbaldwick 

321 

1 ,063 

Towthorpe 

Rawcliffe 

269 

890 

Strensall 

Sand  Hutton 

39 

129 

Towthorpe 

Skelton 

154 

510 

Strensall 

Stockton-on-lmrest 

167 

553 

Tow^thorpe 

Strensall  ... 

339 

1,122 

Towthorpe 

Towthorpe 

33 

109 

Towthorpe 

Upper  Helmslev  . . . 

10 

33 

Towthorpe 

Warthill 

29 

96 

Towthorpe 

Wiggington 

94 

1 

311 

Towthorpe 

Totals 

1 

5,341 

j 

17,678 

i 

During  the  year  conversions  iiave  been  as  foilovrs  ; (a)  Con- 
version of  privies  to  pail  closets — Nil.  (b)  Construction  of  new  pail 
closets — Nil.  (c)  Conversion  of  privies  to  water  closets — 4.  (d)  Con- 
version of  pail  closets  to  water  closets — 18.  (e)  Provision  of  new 

water  closets — 162. 

During  the  year  your  Council  resolved  that  Notice  should  be 
given  to  occupiers  of  property  where  a sewer  had  been  provided 
and  made  available,  that  pail  closets  would  cease  to  be  emptied 
after  a lapse  of  a period  of  6 months.  These  Notices  were  duly 
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served  before  tlie  end  of  the  year.  It  was  hoped  by  this  means 
to  encourage  properties  to  connect  to  the  sewers  provided  and 
avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  the  necessity  for  more  formal  procedure. 

Salvage 

I have  no  special  comment  to  make  in  connection  with  the 
arrangements  for  collection  of  salvage.  The  weekly  collection 
continues  as  before  and  the  amount  of  salvage  received  compares 
with  previous  years.  Fortunately  there  is  a tendency  for  the  price 
of  waste  paper  to  improve.  I have  always  had  confidence  that  it 
might  do  so.  The  table  appended  sets  out  the  position  for  a period 
of  3 years. 


Material 

W eight 

Value 

1951 

Tons  Clots.  Qrs. 

Lhs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Woollens 

2 

3 

1 

25 

15 

0 

Bagging 

15 

2 

0 

12 

11 

6 

Carpets  ... 

1 

2 

3 

0 

6 

3 

6 

Rags 

3 

2 

1 

0 

108 

16 

11 

Mixed  Waste  Paper 

66 

14 

3 

0 

1 ,095 

16 

10 

Hair 

1 

0 

14 

1 

11 

6 

Flock 

21 

10 

0 

Kitchen  Waste  (estimated) 

60 

0 

0 

0 

140 

0 

0 

Total 

131 

19 

1 

14 

£1,391 

5 

3 

1952 

Woollens 

4 

1 

8 

26 

16 

9 

Bagging 

3 

2 

10 

9 

0 

9 

Carpets  ... 

5 

2 

14 

1 

1 

11 

Rags 

2 

5 

0 

7 

68 

0 

0 

Mixed  Waste  Paper 

51 

7 

0 

0 

359 

15 

r> 

o 

Hair 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Flock 

— 

— 

— 

— 

~ 

— 

— 

Pvitchen  Waste  (estimated) 

62 

0 

0 

0 

145 

11 

8 

Total 

116 

5 

2 

11 

£603 

6 

4 

1953 

Woollens 

3 

2 

7 

22 

11 

o 

Bagging 

1 

1 

23 

19 

4 

Carpets  ... 

1 

8 

1 

o 

Rags  ...  

2 

11 

2 

14 

61 

11 

9 

Mixed  Waste  Paper 

85 

12 

1 

0 

441 

7 

6 

Hair 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Flock 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kitchen  Waste  (estimated) 

63 

0 

0 

0 

146 

10 

0 

Total 

151 

9 

0 

24 

£673 

1 

0 

Total 


Food  Salvage 

The  Council  resolved  after  very  careful  consideration  during 
the  year  under  review  to  gradually  dispense  with  the  food  salvage 
arrangements.  The  abolition  of  this  service  was  to  be  brought 
about  gradually  by  non-replacement  of  food  salvage  receptacles 
when  they  became  unserviceable.  The  reduction  in  the  number  of 
points  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  not  appreciable^  but  no  doubt 
the  number  will  be  much  reduced  during  the  coming  year.  A 
short  table  gives  brief  information  with  comparative  years. 


Parish  No.  of  bins  distributed 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Clifton  Without/ Rawcliffe 

...  40 

34 

28 

27 

Haxby 

...  12 

12 

12 

12 

Huntington 

7 

— 

5 

3 

New  Ears  wick  ... 

...  31 

31 

31 

31 

Totals 

...  90 

77 

76 

73 

Disposal  of  Refuse 

Refuse  continues  to  be  disposed  of  by  tipping.  Very  few  com- 
plaints, if  any,  have  been  received  during  the  year  as  to  the  tips,, 
although  both  have  been  on  fire  on  several  occasions  during  the 
year.  These  fires  have,  however,  been  controlled  and  put  out  on 
each  occasion. 

There  is  no  doubt  some  room  for  improvement  in  the  tipping 
of  refuse  on  these  two  sites,  and  this  improvement  could  be  brought 
about  by  devoting  more  labour  to  the  levelling  and  compacting 
and  covering.  Labour  is,  however,  difficult  and  the  cost  is  appreci- 
able. both  of  which  are  matters  of  no  little  importance. 


Smoke  Abatement 

As  is  repeatedly  said  under  this  heading,  smoke  abatement 
fortunately  is  not  one  of  the  problems  of  our  area,  that 
is,  of  course,  so  far  as  industrial  smoke  is  concerned,  and  in  this 
connection  there  is  nothing  to  report  either  as  to  complaints  or  the 
action  required  during  the  year.  There  is  no  doubt  we  add  our 
quota  of  domestic  smoke  to  the  general  atmospheric  pollution  of 
the  countryside,  but  the  possibility  of  its  avoidance  is  difficult  to 
foresee. 
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Schools 

A schedule  of  sehools  is  set  out  below,  indicating  the  conditions 
as  to  water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation. 


School 

Situation 

No.  of 
Pupils 

Sanitary 

Accommoda- 

tion 

Water 

Supply 

Canon  A.  R.  Lee 

Rawcliffe  Lane, 

232 

Water-closets 

Y ork  Water- 

County  Modern 

Clifton  Without 

Wash  basins 

works  Co. 

Clifton  Jun.  School 

do. 

519 

do. 

do. 

C.  of  E.  School, 
Flaxton 

Village  Street, 
Flaxton 

30 

do. 

Ryedale 

mains 

County  School, 

Village  Street, 

22 

Pail  closets 

Ryedale 

Harton 

Harton 

Wash  bowls 

mains 

Haxby  School 

Station  Road, 
Haxby 

196 

Water  closets 
\'\msh  basins 

York  Water- 
works Co. 

Huntington  School 

Strensall  Road, 
Huntington 

157 

do. 

do. 

J.R.V.T.  Sen.  Sch. 

New  Ears  wick 

412 

do. 

do. 

J.R.V.T.  Jun.  Sch. 

New  Earswick 

295 

do. 

do. 

Osbaldwick  School 

Osbaldwick 

, 70 

do. 

do. 

Sand  Hutton 

School 

Sand  Hutton 

54 

Pail  closets 
Wash  bowls 

Ryedale 

inains 

Skelton  School 

Skelton 

52 

Water  Closets 
Wash  basins 

York  Water- 
works Co. 

Stockton-on-Forest 

Village  Street, 

59 

Privies 

R\'edale 

School 

Stockton-on- 

Forest 

Wash  basins 

mains 

Strensall  School  ... 

Strensall 

130 

Water  closets 
Wash  basins 

h'ork  Water- 
works Co. 

Warthill  School  ... 

Warthill 

22 

Pail  closets 
Wash  basins 

Ryedale 
' mains 

Wigginton  School 

Mill  Lane, 
Wigginton 

39 

Pail  closets 
Wash  basins 

York  Water- 
works Co. 
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Factories  Act,  1937 

The  tables  requii’ed  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour  are  set  out  below.. 
I have  no  special  comment  to  make  under  this  heading  on  items- 
which  have  occurred  during  the  year. 


FACTORIES 


Mechanical 

Bakery  ...  ...  ...  5 

Brewery  ...  ...  ...  1 

Brick  making  ...  ...  2 

Caravan  construction  ...  1 

Clothing  Manufacturers  ...  1 

Concrete  block  making  ...  1 

Engineering  works  ...  1 

Firewood — Sawmills  ...  3 

Furniture  manufacture  ...  1 

Joinery  ...  ...  ...  4 

Motor  vehicle  repairs  ...  17 

Paper  baling  ...  ...  2 

Scientific  instruments  ...  1 

Tanneries  ...  ...  ...  2 

Letterpress  Printing  ...  1 

Laundry  ...  ...  ...  1 

44 

Outworkers...  ...  ...  17 


N on-M  echanical 

Grease  and  dripping 

extraction  ...  3 
Agricultural  Engineers  ...  1 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Number  on  In-  Prose- 

Premises  Register  spections  Notices  cutions 


- 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  ...  4 

162 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  above  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  ...  ...  44 

29 

iii)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local 
Authority  ...  ...  — 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
Complaints 


Number  of  general  complaints  received  ...  ...  116 

Number  of  general  complaints  investigated  ...  ...  116 

Number  where  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  109 

Number  where  no  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Council  house  complaints  received  ...  ...  534 

Number  of  Council  house  complaints  investigated  ...  534 

Number  where  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  511 

Number  where  no  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  complaints  received  under  the  Prevention  of 

Damage  by  Pests  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  investigated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  where  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Num.ber  wheT-e  no  action  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Table  of  Notices  Served 

Notices  served  under  the: — Informal  Statutory 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  56  6 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  32  26 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  ...  ...  7 — 

Pests  Act,  1949  ...  ...  ...  ...  56  — 

Water  Act,  1 945  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 — 

Tabular  Statement  of  Inspections 

Ashplaces  and  Ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Cesspools  and  Sewage  Tanks  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Closets — Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Pail  18 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Complaints  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Milk  Stores  ...  ...  ...  22 

Drains — inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  755 

tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  671 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  191 

Imodshops;  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Butchers'  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Grocers'  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Ice-cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Restaurant  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  12 

Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  188 

Other  Food  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Food  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Meat  Ins])ections  ...  ...  ...  ...  226 
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Housing:  Houses — Repairable  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

Not  repairable  ...  ...  ...  14 

Housing  Consolidation  Act  .. . ...  52 

Infectious  disease  investigation  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Meetings,  Interviews  and  Miscellaneous  Visits  ...  ...  153 

Nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Offensive  trade  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  181 

Outworkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Re-inspections — housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Samples — Bact.  exam,  (milk)  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Effluents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Sclioois  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

SliGps  Act,  1934  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

Streets,  Roads,  Courts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Temporary  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Verminous  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Water  Supplies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  183 

Requisitioning  of  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Buildings — in  course  of  erection  ...  ...  ...  ...  1753 

Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Special  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Building  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

PVundations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  288 

Completed — houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

other  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  113 

Contravention  of  Building  Byelaws  ...  ...  ...  26 

1 )efects  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Dykes  and  Watercourses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

Land  Surve3^s  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Sewage  Disposal  and  Sewerage  Works  ...  ...  ...  123 

Sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

dVmporary  Buildings  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  93 

Council  Blouse  Property  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,247 

Office  Maintenance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Petrol  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  26 

Post-war  Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  1 

Refuse  Collection  and  Salvage  ...  ...  ...  ...  340 

Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . ...  3 

Town  Planning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ..  ...  22 

Footpaths  and  Rights  of  Way  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Street  Naming  and  Numbering  of  Houses  ...  ...  96 

Civil  Defence  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Improvement  Grant,  Housing  Act,  1949  ...  ...  2 

Playing  Fields  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Investigation  of  Housing  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

Sewerage  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 


Total  ... 


...  9.438 
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HOUSING 

The  tabular  statements  as  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  are  set  out  below,  and  these  give  a clear 
picture  of  the  housing  work  undertaken  during  the  year.  There 
are  no  items  requiring  special  comment  arising  out  of  the  work 
carried  out  during  this  period.  The  problem  of  dealing  with  the 
repair  of  the  older  properties  let  at  very  low  rentals,  many  from 
2/6  to  4/-  or  5/-  per  week,  is  still  one  difficult  to  cope  with.  As 
I have  said  on  previous  occasions,  the  purchase  of  such  properties 
by  the  local  authority  and  their  subsequent  improvement  or  com- 
plete renovation  would  seem  to  have  much  to  commend  it. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year:-— 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under 

the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  195 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  238 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  (1)  above 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  (Consolidated)  Regulations,  1925  to 
1932  ' " ...  52 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  52 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  in  (3)  above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  129 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  service  of  formal 
notices — 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  by  their 
officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

8,  Action  under  Statutory  Powers - 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  10 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners 


10 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : — 

(i)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  ...  ...  7 

(iii)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(iv)  Number  of  underground  rooms  or  tenements  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  rooms  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

(v)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

undertakings  were  given  by  owners  to  bring  the 
properties  to  a standard  in  compl  ance  with  the 
Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(vi)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

undertakings  were  given  by  owners  not  to  use 
premises  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  5 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding:—- 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  No 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  record 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  49 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  161 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  to  abate  the  over- 
crowding ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

which  it  is  considered  desirable  to  report  ...  ...  Nil 
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Housing  Act,  1949 

Appended  herewith  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  appli- 
cations which  have  been  received  under  this  Act  since  its  first 
inception,  together  with  those  cases  in  which  grants  have  been  made. 
The  policy  of  the  Council  has  remained  as  previously  in  connection 
with  the  operation  of  this  Act. 


Year 

No.  of 

Applications 

Received 

No.  of 

Applications 

Approved 

No.  of 

Applications  dis- 
approved or  not 
proceeded  with 

1949 

— 

— 

1950 

10 

1 

9 

1951 

6 

2 

4 

1952 

5 

2 

3 

1953 

6 

3 

3 

Mobile  and  Temporary  Dwellings 

The  position  under  this  heading  is  little  changed  from  the 
position  as  at  the  end  of  1952.  Statutory  notices  were  served  during 
the  year  in  respect  of  the  establishment  of  a camping  site  without 
licence  on  which  conditions  were  very  unsatisfactory,  and  caravans 
for  which  very  high  rents  were  being  paid  were  totally  unsuitable 
for  residential  accommodation.  The  site  had  been  cleared  by  the 
end  of  the  year.  A brief  table  is  given  below,  setting  out  the  number 
of  caravans  in  the  area,  together  with  the  number  removed  and 
brought  into  the  district  during  the  year  and  during  the  previous 
four  years. 


Year 

No.  of  Caravans 
brought  into 
area 

No.  of  Caravans 
removed  from 

area 

Total  Number  of 
Licensed  Caravans 
in  area 

1949 

1 

— 

4 

1950 

— 

3 

1 

1951 

2 

— 

3 

1952 

2 

1 

4 

1953 

2 

2 

4 
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House  Building 

Tile  building  programme  of  the  Council  during  the  year  ending 
1953  is  set  out  below,  together  with  a summary  of  the  houses  erected 
in  the  post  war  period.  The  urgency  of  housing  accommodation 
appears  to  be  somewhat  lessening,  although  the  number  of  appli- 
cations for  accommodation  still  on  the  list  amounts  to  some  267. 
A summary  of  housing  applications  is  also  set  out. 


House  Building*  Programme,  1952 


Housing  Site 

Houses 
under  con- 
struction 
on  1st  Jan. 
1953 

Houses 
completed 
prior  to 
1st  Jan. 
1953 

Further 
contracts 
let  during 
1953 

Houses 

completed 

during 

1953 

Houses 
in  course 
of  erection 
on  31st  Dec. 
1953 

North  Moor, 
Huntington  ... 

10 

133 

10 

Northfields, 

Strensall 

6 

73 

14 

10 

10 

Calf  Close, 

Haxbv 

6 

144 

6 

12 

Brecks  Fields, 
Skelton 

07 

44 

35 

27 

35 

Stone  Riggs, 
Stockton-on- 
Forest 

4 

18 

14 

18 

Green  Hills, 
Claxton 

4 

4 

4 

Oaks  View, 

Filling 

— 

. 



Rise  Wood, 

Gate  Helnislev 

4 

4 

_ 

4 

Stony  Hills, 

Butter  cram  be 

4 

2 

0 

The  Leyes, 

Oebaldwick  ... 

17 

10 

17 

24 

10 

Barney  Cottages, 
Flaxton 

■ — 

5 

5 

Total  ... 

70 

442 

101 

89 

82 
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Houses  Constructed  by  the  Council — Post-war 


1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Supervised  by  own  staff 

Tarran  temporal'}^  houses 

with  2 bedrooms  ... 

50 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Airey  permanent  houses  with 

3 bedrooms 

— 

8 

24 

— 

— 

: — 

— 

— 

Traditional^ — 3 bedrooms 

Supervised  by  Architects 

22 

20 

2 

Traditional  houses 

— single  bedroom  bungalows 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

10 

18 

26 

— 2 bedroom  houses 

— 

— 

— 

16 

24 

14 

8 

30 

— 3 bedroom  houses 

— 

2 

68 

60 

42 

16 

24 

33 

— 4 bedroom  houses 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

— 

50 

32 

112 

78 

75 

44 

51 

89 

Building  Licensing 

The  position  with  regard  to  the  issue  of  licences  during  the  year 
is  set  out  below  : — 

Licences  were  issued  as  follows  : — 

(a)  To  erect  new  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

(b)  Repairs  and  extensions,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  5 

(c)  Conversions  to  houses  or  flats  ...  ...  ...  1 


Comparative  Record  of  New  Houses  Erected 
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Summary  of  Housing  Applications 


No.  of  ap plica-' 
lions  on  list  on 
Is/  January 

New  applica- 
tions received 
during  year 

No  of  families 
re-housed. 

No.  on  list  on 
3 1 st  December 

1946  ... 

355 

271 

50 

576 

1947  ... 

576 

194 

34 

736* 

1948  ... 

340 

243 

112 

471 

1949  .. 

471 

155 

78 

548 

1950  ... 

548 

174 

75 

647 

1951  ... 

647 

145 

44 

748 

1952  ... 

748 

111 

51 

808* 

1953  ... 

252 

117 

102 

2Q1 

1954  ... 

267 

* New  registration  carried  out. 


The  Council  have  onlv  one  hutted  housino  site  taken  over  under 

J O 

pressure  from  the  Ministry  for  housing  purposes  following  squatters 
having  established  themselves  in  army  type  nissen  huts.  Since  this 
site  was  taken  over  by  your  Council,  under  some  protest,  the  total 
number  of  hutments  has  been  reduced  from  the  original  number  of 
10  to  8. 

The  policy  is  one  of  gradual  elimination  of  these  buildings,  and 
no  doubt  in  the  not  too  distant  future  it  will  be  possible  to  see  the 
end  of  this  site. 

Viewing  the  usefulness  of  these  erections  without  bias  or 
prejudice  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  they  have  avoided  a 
great  deal  of  real  hardship,  particularly  in  the  field  of  enabling 
your  Council,  without  feeling  that  they  were  in  any  way  acting 
contrary  to  the  rights  and  interest  of  the  resident  ratepayers  in  the 
area,  to  accommodate  families  with  little  claim  upon  the  authority 
and  who,  nevertheless^  were  suffering  very  great  strain  and  for 
whose  welfare  no  other  authority  would  or  could  accept  respons- 
ibility. Over  the  years  I feel  that  in  matters  of  this  kind  these 
buildings  have  served  a very  well  worth  while  need. 

Streets  and  Bisildings  Byelaws 

The  new  draft  Model  Byelaws  prepared  by  the  Ministry  became 
available  during  the  year.  It  was  very  clear  from  perusal  of  them 
that  the  responsibility  upon  the  local  authority  was  appreciably 
greater  than  under  the  previous  series.  It  will  be  some  considerable 
time  before  the  full  implication  of  this  very  involved  document  will 
be  fully  realised  and  appreciated.  The  coming  year  will  extend 
our  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  many  problems  which  will 
come  to  light  in  the  endeavour  to  comply  with  them.  There  are  a 
number  of  what  appear  to  be  strange  and  forbidding  clauses,  but  it 
may  well  be  that  when  we  have  overcome  our  natural  dislike  of 
changes  from  known  procedure  we  shall  see  in  them  the  advantages 


44 


no  doubt  intended.  Building  development  in  the  area  has  increased 
considerably  during  the  year,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  appreciate  the 
treTendous  amount  of  work  involved  in  the  administration  of 
building  byelaws. 


Deposit  of  Plans 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  plans  deposited  with  your 
Council  under  Streets  & Buildings  Byelaws  and  dealt  with  by  the 
Plans  Committee  during  the  year. 

Plans  were  deposited  for  the  following  buildings  : 


Dwellinghouses- 


Local  Authority 

87 

Private 

188 

Alterations  and  extensions  to  dwellinghouses  . . . 

65 

Exem.pted  Buildings  (greenhouses,  etc.) 

123 

Agricultural  buildings  ... 

15 

Factory  and  business  premises  ... 

12 

Lavouts  ... 

10 

Miscellaneous  (schools,  pavilions,  etc.) 

54 

Total 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supply 

I do  not  think  under  this  heading  that  I can  usefully  add  to  my 
comments  of  last  year.  I believe  there  is  room  for  much  improve- 
ment in  milk  production  and  handling.  Proceedings  were  instituted 
by  the  Council  during  the  year  against  a firm  of  wholesale  milk 
distributors  in  respect  of  the  delivery  of  dirty  churns.  This  partic- 
ular case  of  filthy  churns  being  sent  out  for  the  receiving  of  milk 
at  farms  was  not  an  isolated  case.  Churns  are  not  being  handled 
and  dealt  with  with  adequate  care,  and  this  case^  I believe,  only 
adds  weight  to  my  comments  of  last  year  in  connection  with  the 
increasing  difficulty  of  the  handling  of  foodstuffs  in  these  large 
firms. 

There  has  still  been  no  alteration  in  the  liability  of  the  local 
authority  to  pay  compensation  in  respect  of  milk  supplies  which  it 
has  been  necessary  to  stop  or  render  safe  before  distribution  for 
consumption.  It  has  been  necessary  during  the  year  to  put  a 
Pasteurisation  Order  on  the  whole  of  the  milk  produced  from  one 
of  the  farms  in  the  area,  and  this  Order  had  of  necessity  to  run  for 
an  appreciable  period  of  time  before  it  could  be  rescinded.  I have 
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previously^  commented  in  these  pages  upon  what  I consider  to  be 
the  undesirable  features  of  this  present  legislation.  I still  believe 
that  reconsideration  of  the  present  procedure  would  be  to  the 
ultimate  advantage  of  the  consumer  public. 


Table  of  Registi’ation  and  Licences  Issued 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

No.  of  Registered  Dairies 

6 

6 

6 

7 

Retail  Purveyors  ... 

15 

15 

18 

17 

Licences  issued  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk 

11 

11 

15 

15 

Licences  issued  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk  ... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Licences  issued  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested 
Milk 

9 

10 

13 

13 

Meat  and  Other  Foods 

No  Ministry  of  Food  controlled  slaughterhouse  operates  in  this 
Council  s area.  There  are,  however,  two  slaughterhouses  which 
have  continued  to  be  licensed  specifically  for  dealing  with  emergency 
slaughters,  which  occurring  as  they  do  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and 
night,  cannot  be  directed  to  the  Government  controlled  premises. 
A table  showing  the  carcases  inspected  and  dealt  with  is  set  out 
below.  Carcases  or  part  carcases  found  to  be  fit  for  human  con- 
sumption are  notified  to  the  Ministry  controlled  slaughterhouse, 
thereby  enabling  a check  to  be  made  of  all  animals  dealt  with. 
Carcases  and  part  carcases  and  organs  condemned  are  coloured 
under  supervision  and  disposed  of  for  animal  feeding  stuffs  and 
fat  extraction. 

The  casualty  clearing  of  food  animals  is  not  without  its  anxieties, 
but  the  arrangements  appear  to  have  operated  quite  satisfactorily 
during  the  year,  and  there  is  no  particular  comment  that  I feel  it 
necessary  to  make. 

During  the  year  two  animals  dressed  in  the  slaughterhouse  were 
found  to  be  suffering  from  anthrax.  It  is  very  disturbing  to  me 
to  find  that  from  time  to  time  animals  brought  in  for  emergency 
slaughter  are  dressed  for  inspection  and  sale  which  are  found  to  be 
animals  that  have  contracted  anthrax.  I should  have  thought  that 
in  seven  cases  out  of  ten  the  circumstances  of  the  animal’s  ailment 
with  probably  its  sudden  collapse  would  be  sufficient  to  arouse  the 
suspicions  of  the  farmer  and  the  knacker,  and  sufficient  to  warn 
them  not  to  remove,  bleed  and  dress  the  animal  without  first 
obtaining  some  kind  of  check.  Yet  animals  arrive  in  the  slaughter- 
house and  are  found  to  have  been  suffering  from  this  disease,  and 
in  not  a few  cases  these  animals  have  been  attended  by  veterinary 
surgeons. 
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The  resultant  steps  are  a tedious  and  costly  procedure^  and  one 
cannot  help  thinking  that  in  many  of  these  cases  it  should  be  possible 
to  avoid  it.  Apart  from  the  general  precautions  taken  and  the 
destruction  of  clothing  where  possible,  and  other  action,  there  is 
reason  for  anxiety  as  to  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  slaughtermen 
who  find  themselves  in  the  unhappy  position  of  having  handled 
such  an  animal.  In  some  cases  precautionary  treatment  has  resulted 
in  serious  illness  in  some  of  these  slaughtermen,  yet  admonitions  and 
warnings  to  those  who  would  appear  to  be  responsible  produce  no 
tangible  results. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Number  killed  ... 

All  diseases  except  T.B. : — 

(1)  Whole  carcase  condemned 

(2)  Part  carcase  or  organ  con- 
demned 

(3)  Percentage  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis 

Tuberculosis  only:-— 

(1)  Whole  carcase  condemned 

(2)  Part  carcase  or  organ  con- 
demned 

(3)  Percentage  affected  with 
tuberculosis 


Horses  Cattle  Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

1 61  74  8 29  39 

0 23  30  6 15  10 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 37%  40%  75%  51%  25% 

0 5 13  0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 

0 6%  17%  0 0 0 


Food  Shops  and  Premises 

A table  showing  the  number  of  food  shops  and  premises  in  the 
area  is  set  out  below.  There  is  a small  general  increase  in  the 
number,  no  doubt  reflecting  the  increased  demand  with  the  rising 
population.  Also  gi\'en  is  a schedule  of  food  condemned  other 
than  fresh  meat. 

During  the  year  two  food  preparation  and  retail  food  premises 
have  been  entirely  reconstructed  and  modernised  as  well  as  enlarged 
and  provided  with  considerably  improved  facilities  for  food  handling, 
as  well  as  cleanliness.  Apart  from  these  two  cases,  nothing  wortiry 
of  special  comment  has  been  noted. 
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Food  Shops  and 

Premises 

Number  in  Area 

Inspections  made 

Bakehouses 

4 

6 

Butchers’  Shops 

7 

3 

Greengrocers  and  Grocers 

29 

23 

Canteens  and  Restaurant  Kitchens  . . . 

7 

12 

Fish  Shops 

5 

8 

Food  Condemned 

Luncheon  Meat  ... 

8 lbs. 

Tinned  Ham 

...  11  lbs. 

Ice  Cream 

Tiiere  is  no  particular  problem  in  connection  with  ice  cream  in 
the  area,  there  being  no  manufacturers.  All  ice  cream  is  retailed 
from  the  normal  shopping  centres.  There  have  been  three  such 
premises  licensed  during  the  year  to  sell  ice  cream,  bringing  the 
total  licences  issued  to  25.  All  ice  cream  sold  under  these  licences 
is  pre-packed  and  sold  as  received  from  the  manufacturer. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act 

1 have  nothing  of  particular  note  to  comment  upon  under  this 
heading  during  the  year.  The  help  and  co-operation  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  representatives  is  appreciated. 
In  respect  of  the  tendency  to  deride  the  service,  there  would  appear 
to  be  ample  evidence  of  the  importance  of  effectively  controlling 


this  particular  menace  to  health  and  food. 

No.  of  visits  and  inspections  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  1,498 

Complete  treatments  undertaken  : 

(a)  Private  property  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

(b)  Council  properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

No.  of  bodies  picked  up  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  500 
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